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Upper Balaton National Park
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      It founded in 1997 - 56,998 hectares (of which 11,134 hectares are under increased protection), situated in Transdanubia, covering the region on the northern shore of Lake Balaton, together with the natural preservation district of the Small Balaton, and unique geological features and landscapes.
 The regions of the park are: the Tihany Peninsula, Pécsely Basin, Káli Basin, Tapolca Basin and the remnant hills, the Keszthelyi Hills and the Kis-Balaton in Zala and Somogy counties, as well as the entire Balaton shoreline and the Balaton bays.   The protection of the natural heritage in the region started early. As soon as 1922 a so-called heron guard was employed in Little Balaton as a paid park warden. However, it was to be nearly three decades before the most valuable remaining areas of this former bird habitat were declared protected in 1951.   Several of the more valuable assets of the region were designated as protected areas in order to shield them against certain threatening impacts: the Cave Lake at Tapolca in 1942, the habitat of tartar bread plant (Crambe tatarica) at Balatonkenese in 1944, and the Tihany Landscape Protection Area in             1952. The listing of such valuable areas as conservation areas speeded up after 1979. The basalt mountains give home to many rare plants and animals. There are a lot of vineyards, the architectural relics of the hills and villages, ruins of castles, churches and palaces. In the beech forests of the rocky escarpments of the Badacsony you can find cyclamen, while in the hornbeam-oak groves hepatica, black bryony, broomrape grow. Upper Balaton National Park is famous for its flower fields. On the rocks and in the forests of the basalt hills several rare birds nest - raven, red footed falcon or rock bird. In the reeds below the Szigliget Hill the protected greylag goose breeds.
Semsák Liza
The Balaton Uplands National Park

The Balaton Uplands National Park encompasses Lake Balaton and a large portion of the Balaton Uplands. The area was designated as a nature reserve in 1979, becoming the 8th national park in Hungary.

The Balaton Uplands National Park lies to the north of the Lake Balaton shores. From Alsóörs it stretches westwards to Vindornya-szőlős in Zala County, becoming increasingly wide, also including the area of Little Balaton (Kis-Balaton).

Its total area is 56,997 hectares of which 10,471 hectares are strictly protected. The park's nature conservation authority affects 50 settlements in Veszprém County and 6 in Somogy County.

The protection of the natural heritage in the region started early. As soon as 1922 a so-called heron guard was employed in Little Balaton as a paid park warden. However, it was to be nearly three decades before the most valuable remaining areas of this former bird habitat were declared protected in 1951.

Several of the more valuable assets of the region were designated as protected areas in order to shield them against certain threatening impacts: the Cave Lake (Tavasbarlang) at Tapolca in 1942, the habitat of tartar bread plant (Crambe tatarica) at Balatonkenese in 1944, and the Tihany Landscape Protection Area (Tihanyi Tájvédelmi Körzetet) in 1952. The listing of such valuable areas as conservation areas speeded up after 1979.
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Cseh Roland

Balaton Uplands National Park
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The Balaton Uplands National Park is one of the youngest national parks in Hungary. Thousand years of history, culture and nature creat a unique and unforgettable mixture. The strong wines, sandy beaches, delicious hungarian meals and the beauty of nature will inspire you on this special tour away from mass tourism! The Balaton Uplands National Park encompasses Lake Balaton and a large portion of the Balaton Uplands. The area was designated as a nature reserve in 1979, becoming the 8th national park in Hungary. The protection of the natural heritage in the region started early. As soon as 1922 a so-called heron guard was employed in Little Balaton as a paid park warden. However, it was to be nearly three decades before the most valuable remaining areas of this former bird habitat were declared protected in 1951.
Szigliget Castle 
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The castle was built on order of the Abbey of Pannonhalma between 1260 and 1262. Situated on top of the 239-metre high Castle Hill (Várhegy) the renovation of this ruined, elongated building is in progress. A spectacular view over the Balaton can be enjoyed from here. Starting out behind the church the visitor arrives into the Lower Castle. 

Little Balaton 
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It was once the open water bay of Lake Balaton that over time has been filled with alluvial deposits and became a wetland area taken over by sedge and reed. Today it is a strictly guarded environmental protection area with a particularly rich bird life. 
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Balaton Uplands National Park

The Balaton Uplands National Park encompasses Lake Balaton and a large portion of the Balaton Uplands. The area was designated as a nature reserve in 1979, becoming the 8th national park in Hungary.
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The Balaton Uplands National Park lies to the north of the Lake Balaton shores. From Alsóörs it stretches westwards to Vindornya-szőlős in Zala County, becoming increasingly wide, also including the area of Little Balaton. 
Its total area is 56,997 hectares of which 10,471 hectares are strictly protected. The park's nature conservation authority affects 50 settlements in Veszprém County and 6 in Somogy County.

The protection of the natural heritage in the region started early. As soon as 1922 a so-called heron guard was employed in Little Balaton as a paid park warden. However, it was to be nearly three decades before the most valuable remaining areas of this former bird habitat were declared protected in 1951.
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Several of the more valuable assets of the region were designated as protected areas in order to shield them against certain threatening impacts: the Cave Lake at Tapolca in 1942, the habitat of tartar bread plant (Crambe tatarica) at Balatonkenese in 1944, and the Tihany Landscape Protection Area  in 1952. The listing of such valuable areas as conservation areas speeded up after 1979. 

Balaton Uplands National Park

The region of Lake Balaton touches visitors not only with its sights, but also with its beauty, romance, colours changing in every season and atmosphere.

The Park was organized in 1997. It is situated in Veszprém and Zala county. The Park stands a lot of smaller area, such as:  

· Tihany

· Pécselyi-pool

· Káli-pool

· Badacsony and the Tapolcai pool

· Kis-Balaton

400 years ago there was standing a sea which name was Tethys but the crusted rocks were beginning to crush, and the sea pulled out. The sign of the park is the „bazaltsipkás tatumountain”
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Balaton is the biggest shallow water in Europe. It has got rich plant and animal world. There you can see 250 different birds tribe. There is also wide range of animals like magyartarassza, hőscincér, apollo lepke, imádkozósáska. Lisztes Kankalin is the armor plant of the Park. Unfortunately the reeds began to decaying because of the too many beaches. Kis Balaton is a smaller pool which belongs to the big lake. It is a culture land. Long ago it was a tradition that people grow fruit and vegetables. A lot of poets write about the beauty of the land. The Park has been saved for 1997. There is always some kind of happening.

Balaton Uplands National Park
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This is the 8th national park in Hungary. The area was designated as a nature reserve in 1979.
The Balaton Uplands National Park lies to the north of the Lake Balaton shores. From Alsóörs to Zala county, also including the area of the Little-Balaton. Its total area is 56,997 hectares of which 10,471 hectares are strictly protected. The park includes Veszprém and Zala counties, plus northern third of Somogy county (altogether 1.004.464 hectares).

The well-known volcanic circumdenudated mountains (remnant hill) on the northern shore are remnants of volcanoes, which were active four-five million years ago. The area was once covered by the Pannon sea, then later the ancestor of the Danube ran here. That is why sedimentary rock can be found under the volcanic rocks. The geomorphology of the area is very varied, it comprises bigger and smaller basins, basalt and lime-stone mountains. The only outlet of the lake is the Sió canal, where, a lock towards, the lake was built for the first time by a Roman emperor called Galerius at the end of the 3rd century. The rather rich flora and fauna is resulted on one hand by the remarkably indented, diverse environment, and on the other hand by the flora and fauna of the Mediterranean, Balkan and Pannon landscapes bordering and merging right around the lake.

The parts of Balaton Uplands National Park:
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The Tihany Peninsula

· The Pécselyi Basin

· The Káli Basin

· Badacsony and the surrounding hills

· The Keszthely Mountains
and Tapolca Basin

· The Little-Balaton

· The northern shore of the Lake Balaton
Balaton Uplands National Park (Balaton-felvideki Nemzeti Park)

The Balaton Uplands National Park encompasses Lake Balaton and a large portion of the Balaton Uplands. The area was designated as a nature reserve in 1979, becoming the 8th national park in Hungary.

The Balaton Uplands National Park lies to the north of the Lake Balaton shores. From Alsóörs it stretches westwards to Vindornya-szőlős in Zala County, becoming increasingly wide, also including the area of Little Balaton (Kis-Balaton).

Its total area is 56,997 hectares of which 10,471 hectares are strictly protected. The park's nature conservation authority affects 50 settlements in Veszprém County and 6 in Somogy County.

The protection of the natural heritage in the region started early. As soon as 1922 a so-called heron guard was employed in Little Balaton as a paid park warden. However, it was to be nearly three decades before the most valuable remaining areas of this former bird habitat were declared protected in 1951.

Several of the more valuable assets of the region were designated as protected areas in order to shield them against certain threatening impacts: the Cave Lake (Tavasbarlang) at Tapolca in 1942, the habitat of tartar bread plant (Crambe tatarica) at Balatonkenese in 1944, and the Tihany Landscape Protection Area (Tihanyi Tájvédelmi Körzetet) in 1952. The listing of such valuable areas as conservation areas speeded up after 1979.
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Balaton-felvidéki National Park
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The region of Lake Balaton touches visitors not only with its sights, but also with its beauty, romance, colours changing in every season and atmosphere. Sloping areas, steep hills, gently and narrow valleys and higher plateaus follow one another in the area. Naturally, the natural condition which is primarily responsible for the character of the area has always been the water of the lake where the water fauna and holiday makers are in perfect symbiosis. 
The shores of Lake Balaton have mostly been built up, thus they are less important for environmental protection. The excessive building up and the touristic developments resulted in the fact that a significant part of the reedy, sedgy and grassy areas near the shores, which play an important role in environmental protection, has been destroyed. The value of areas with existing, natural vegetation arranged like mosaics has risen and their conservation, as well as their restoration at some spots, are important tasks.

In accordance with the order 36/1997 (XII. 8.) of the Ministry of Environment, the scope of authority of the Directorate extends to Veszprém and Zala counties, some parts of the nature conservation area of Little Balaton stretching over to Somogy county and the areas of the Balaton Holiday Area in Somogy county since the beginning of 2004, amounting to a total of 950.000 ha. At present about 10% of this area is under official protection.
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The Directorate of the Balaton-Uplands National Park, to which belong the High-Bakony and the Somló Landscape Protection Areas as well as 25 smaller nature conservation areas in the three counties, was established on 23rd September 1997 to safeguard the natural and culture-historical values of the Balaton Uplands. Its field of activity has been significantly expanded since 1st January 2004. Thus it covers Veszprém and Zala counties, the whole administrative area of 5 settlements in Győr-Sopron county, the settlements in the Distinguished Balaton Holiday Areas in Somogy county, except for the whole administrative area of Marcali. The 110.000-hectare area which has been transferred from the Directorate of the Danube-Drava National Park includes several protected (the Nagyberek-White Water, the Látrány Plane and the Somogyvár-Mt. Kapavár nature reservation areas) areas and regions to be protected. 
The tourist paths, educational paths and demonstration places of environmental protection offer unforgettable tour opportunities on the territory of the National Park for the interested. Professional guides are available at the Directorate of the National Park. 

About the Balaton
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The Balaton is the biggest warm-watered lake in Europe, and the biggest lake in Middle- and West-Europe. It lies on the south part of Bakony and its territory is 598 km2. The lake’s length is 78 km, biggest width is 15 km, smallest is 1,5 km. The Balaton’s average depth is 3m. 

The deepest part is the 11,5m „tihanyi kút”.

The Balaton is feeded by the Zala river, and the Sió channel leads away its water. The Sió channel is regulated by a flood gate in Siófok.

The lake’s water is clearer and clearer by the time thanking to the Little-Balaton. Some years ago the water from the Zala river went in the Keszthely-bay and lots of mud was in the Balaton. But nowadays the Zala goes in the Little-Balaton which filters the water so the clear water goes in the Balaton.

In the north part of the Balaton there are lots of places to go for example on a wellness holiday because in Hévíz, Balatonfüred, Kékkút, etc. The water’s temperature is between 29-36° and it’s perfect for your legs, arms and different parts of your body. Nevertheless some years before today the Balaton was in danger. Because the bauxite mining the lake was drained.

On the Balaton Highlands there are lots and lots of great parts to grow grapes and make wines. For examle Balatonfüred and Csopak are very famous for their wines.
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The Balaton Uplands National Park

This is the 8th national park in Hungary. It was founded in 1979.

It has a big and a small part. The bigger lies from Tihany to Keszthely and the smaller lies next to the Little-Balaton.

Its total area is 56,997 hectares of which 10,471 hectares are strictly protected.

There are lots of world-famous places in the national park’s area, for example the Tihany-peninsula.

Some sights which you must see if you come to the Balaton Uplands National Park:

· Káli Basin

· Tapolca Basin

· Badacsony

· Balatonfüred

· Siófok (the busiest town in the Balaton’s area)

· the buffalo reserve (in Zalakomár)

· and naturally the Tihany-peninsula (because it’s wonderful). 
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Balaton Uplands National Park (Balaton-felvideki Nemzeti Park)

The Balaton Uplands National Park encompasses Lake Balaton and a large portion of the Balaton Uplands. The area was designated as a nature reserve in 1979, becoming the 8th national park in Hungary.The Balaton Uplands National Park lies to the north of the Lake Balaton shores. From Alsóörs it stretches westwards to Vindornya-szőlős in Zala County, becoming increasingly wide, also including the area of Little Balaton (Kis-Balaton).Its total area is 56,997 hectares of which 10,471 hectares are strictly protected. The park's nature conservation authority affects 50 settlements in Veszprém County and 6 in Somogy County.The protection of the natural heritage in the region started early. As soon as 1922 a so-called heron guard was employed in Little Balaton as a paid park warden. However, it was to be nearly three decades before the most valuable remaining areas of this former bird habitat were declared protected in 1951.Several of the more valuable assets of the region were designated as protected areas in order to shield them against certain threatening impacts: the Cave Lake (Tavasbarlang) at Tapolca in 1942, the habitat of tartar bread plant (Crambe tatarica) at Balatonkenese in 1944, and the Tihany Landscape Protection Area (Tihanyi Tájvédelmi Körzetet) in 1952. The listing of such valuable areas as conservation areas speeded up after 1979.
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The „Kis-Balaton”

The Kis-Balaton three factors my say thank you for his existence to a band’s effect. Beside the peaty of the area Zala a river dropped it here his stream deposit. The third factor is the man’s work transforming nature. The country’s most wonderful bird tomato was in danger in the course of teh serial interventions. Hngary joined „Ramsari Egyezmény” in 1979, and The Kis-Balaton was put onto the register of the wild waters with international significance. The reconstructional works began in 1984.
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Buffalo Reservation (Bivalyrezervatum), Zalakomar-Kapolnapuszta
Covering a marshy area of approximately 30 hectares dotted by shrubbery, tussocks, reed beds and islets, this unique buffalo reservation greets visitors with walking paths and a herd of genuine Hungarian grey cattle. Following World War II the small number of buffaloes left was kept and reared in the open air in Balatonnagyberek. Later the Kápolnapuszta State Farm was given permission to collect the remaining stock and move the 40-50 strong herd to Zimánypuszta, an ideal piece of land for rearing buffalo by the Little Balaton (Kis-Balaton). The herd was moved to its present home in 1976. Since 1997 the area has been part of the Balaton Uplands National Park (Balaton-felvidéki Nemzeti Park). Buffaloes were once widely spread from North Africa to the Philippines and from Central China to Ceylon. Since they prefer marshy places they were often referred to as water buffaloes. The domesticated species was mainly used as a beast of burden although its creamy milk and meat were also eaten.


Kápolnapuszta

The centre of prezenting the buffalo species indigenous in Hungary.It plays an important role int he reservation of this indigenous species.Look-out spots, lay-bys and study trail presenting buffalos await visitors.In the visitor centre an exhibition presents the wildlife of Small Balaton.In the winter the animals can be seen int he stable.
[image: image3.png]



Small Balaton
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The Small Balaton as a huge wetland habitat is uniqe its he whole Europe.It’s famous for its wonderful world and birds:
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Here you can relax close to the nature,it’s a good way to avoid stress and the terrible rat race of our modern life.
Balaton Uplands National Park

The Balaton Uplands National Park encompasses Lake Balaton and a large portion of the Balaton Uplands. The area was designated as a nature reserve in 1979, becoming the 8th national park in Hungary.The Balaton Uplands National Park lies to the north of the Lake Balaton shores. From Alsóörs it stretches westwards to Vindornya-szőlős in Zala County, becoming increasingly wide, also including the area of Little Balaton. Its total area is 56,997 hectares of which 10,471 hectares are strictly protected. The park's nature conservation authority affects 50 settlements in Veszprém County and 6 in Somogy County. The National Park currently includes: Tihany Peninsula, Pécselyi Basin, Káli Basin, Tapolca Basin and the remnant hills; in Zala and Somogy Counties the Keszthely Hills, the Little Balaton as well as the bays and the entire lakeside of Lake Balaton. The Balaton Uplands National Park has informative exhibits in numerous settlements: the Forest House in Bakonybél; the geological exhibit in Monoszló; the protected farm in Salföld; the regional house presenting local fishing traditions in Vörs; the buffalo reserve in Zalakomár; the watermill in Zalaszán. Nature trails acquaint visitors with the local natural heritage in Tihany, Badacsony, Gerencepuszta, Balatonfüred and Zirc.
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Our tour on the Balaton Felvidék

Now, as we’re back from Lake Balaton, I would like to tell you some stories about this area. Firstly, on the way to Csopak we visited the area of Kis-Balaton, which is located in the South-West coast of Lake Balaton. We saw the enchanting island of Kányavár, which is a natural protecting park, then we visited the buffalo reservation area in Kápolnapuszta. It was brilliant to see buffalos living in their natural home, and monitor how they live their everyday lives.

Next, we travelled to our pension in Csopak, which is a village in Veszprém county, Hungary at Lake Balaton. It is famous for its wine, usually and traditionally made of olaszrizling. In the afternoon we went to see the shore of the lake – it was fantastic!

On the way home we took a smart walk on the landing-stage of Balatonfüred. It was quite a deja vu for me, since I lived there for 9 years, and I really love this town. After that, we visited Tűhegy, the enormous and breath-taking geologial magic of Hegyestű. It was quite hard to get to the top of the hill, as it is very sheer, but it was worth to see it. Finally, we had the fortune to see the enchanting castle of Szigliget. The village can be found on the northern bank of Balaton lake, in the vicinity of Badacsony and Keszthely. The village is situated on volcanic hills. It can be reached by car on the 71 highway, or by train on the Székesfehérvár–Tapolca-railway stopping at Badacsonytördemic-Szigliget station. I think I am really lucky to see that, since it was a brilliant view from the top of the castle. All in all I am really greatful to our class master that we had the oppportunity to visit these fantastic sights of our beautiful country.
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Small Lake of Balaton 
The story of the Small Lake of Balaton is rather stormy. In the 18th century it was still a shallow basin in the westernmost part of Balaton. The area was getting more and more boggy, peaty, because the river Zala spread its deposit around here. In the 19th century the basin, which was getting shallower and shallower, was detached from the lake, after that the river Zala was canalized and as a result, the area began to get accreted. At the beginning of the 20th century hoping to get more crop land, draining was started. The former bird-paradise was almost destroyed, when experts realized the hazards of that and because of reasons of environment protection and nature conservation, restoration of the Kis-Balaton was begun. The scenery is again a wetland of international importance  come under the ruling of the Ramsari convention.
The vegetation of the Kis-Balaton consists of typical marsh plant associations. Around the vast open water and on the islets, there are alder and willow marshes, boggy-sedge associations, swampy meadows and extended areas of reeds. Its rare and endangered plant species are the nettle (Urtica kioviensis) the sweet-flag (Acorus calamus), the moonwort (Botrychium lunaria). The backbone of the fauna in the area is made up from birds. In the Kis-Balaton and surroundings two hundred and fifty bird species have been listed. A hundred of them also nest here and twenty seven are highly protected. Except for the species associated with natron lakes, practically all of the reed and water birds of Hungary can be found here. The white-tailed eagle (Haliaetus albicilla) come to feed here from the forests of Somogy county. The osprey (Pandion haliaetus), and the Montagu's harrier (Circus pygargus) appear here from time to time, while the short-eared owl nests here. Tens of thousands of birds squawk here during migration of birds.
Among fish species, the otherwise rare weather-fish and the European mud-minnow abound here. A rare mammal is the root-vole (Microtus oeconomus), while the otter, the pine-marten and the stoat is quite common. The insect and the inferior fauna are even richer, with species that occur only here in Hungary or in the whole of Europe.

